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THE DISPATCHE

Upcoming Events

. Regular Season Train Ride:
August 29th, 2026

. Member's Picnic: October 10th,
2026

. Retired Railroaders
Appreciation Day: October 17th,
2026

- Riding the Rails Book Club:
October 24th, 2026

. Halloween Train: October 30th
and 31st, 2026

Donation Box

Brick purchases and donations will make a real difference
towards the museum's expansion and programs. Please
visit our website if you are able to give!

The museum is also in need on a box blade for our tractor.
The one we have is worn out and beyond repair. If anyone
has one to donate or funds toward a new one, it would be
greatly appreciated.


https://oklahomarailwaymuseum.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eb068a6e79d734d3712d9c090&id=215948dd51&e=11cbc2b3e6

Happenings

Shockingly August has been even hotter than July, despite the heat we have still had many visitors,
albeit early in the day. The civil engineering and parking lot project has been completed. Hensel
Phelps have moved out of the large construction trailer, and the Museum office, Archivist office and
object accession room have started moving into this space. It also has space for a large conference
room. The old museum office space will be used as a crew lounge once the move is completed.

In the maintenance shop work continues on generator replacement on the KATY inspection car,
repainting, brakes and battery relocation on engine 301 and newly reupholstered seats were
reinstalled into the Mistletoe coach by Paul Stephens, Chris Radke and others. Locomotive #814 will
be moved into the shop for a complete rewire.

Jay Chilton has been busy moving the large pile of dirt left over from the drainage project to fill in low
spots along the right of way and other locations around the campus. Drake Rice, Bob Cossairt, Ryan
McGowan have been

working on the soffit of Oakwood depot so that gutters that came down in storms earlier this year can
be replaced.

Next month will be busy with preparations for our fall/winter run season. As always, we can use more
docents/tour guides, so if you are interested in volunteering please let us know by email or call 405-
424-8222!



Volunteers Needed

Regular Season Train Runs
Train run days are the 1st and 3rd Saturdays through August. We will

need volunteers for:

« Car Hosts

« Flagging

« Gift shop and Ticket office

« Running the model train and more!

Halloween Train

Trains October 30th and 31st

We will need volunteers for:

« Car Hosts

Flagging

Gift shop and Ticket office
Running costume contest

« Running the model train and more!
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Chicago Northwestern #7721 Makes Local Railroad History

Historic Chicago Northwestern combine still rolls at the Oklahoma Railway Museum

by Natalie Lawson

OKLAHOMA CITY— Chicago Northwestern #7721, a historic combine passenger-and-baggage
car built in December 1929 by the Standard Steel Company, continues to draw attention as one
of the Oklahoma Railway Museum'’s beloved rolling pieces of railroad history.

Hammond, Ind- In a Standard Steel factory in December 1929 in Hammond Indiana, towards the
end of the line. A 77’ combine comes to its manufacturing conclusion. The car, entered the shop for
a new car inspection and entered service on Dec. 31, 1929, shortly before Standard Steel merged
with Pullman to form Pullman-Standard. It was a part of the 1940’s, peak of passenger rail traffic.
Originally painted Pullman Green, #7721 was later repainted yellow and green in 1956 to match
newer double-decker cars, and it remained in service until 1972. In the 1970s intercity passenger
services were being consolidated under Amtrak.

Dodge City, KS- After leaving Chicago Northwestern service, the car was sold to the Dodge City,
Ford & Bucklin Railroad in Kansas, where it was painted blue and white, renumbered 136, and used
for the Wild West-themed “Boot Hill Express.” Spent the ‘80s and ‘90s in Kansas as part Of an
entertainment rail, till 2001.

Guthrie, Ok- When It later sold to the Guthrie Arts Council, before being sold to
the Oklahoma Railway Museum in January 2004.

Oklahoma City, Ok- Today, #7721 remains a favorite passenger car for museum events, including
seasonal Polar Express rides, and has appeared in several movies. Museum caretakers limit its
operation to part of the year to help preserve the aging car, which received restoration work in 2019
that included roof leak repairs, interior cleanup, and fresh paint, by our volunteers, that gave
countless hours.




Around the Museum

Jethro Chilton working on Oakwood Depot gutters

Volunteers Debbie Dunn, Brandon Fentem, and Chris Holmes at August train run.



Volunteers Alan Vasquez and Jerry Gore

Regraveled train yard




Completed drainage and parking lot project.
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to add info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox.


mailto:info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org

Oklahoma Railway Museum, Ltd.
3400 NE Grand Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4417

Return Service Requested

_ The Dispatcher

Timetable

Oklahoma Railway Museum (ORM) - Open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM
Closed on major holidays.
ORM Train Rides - First and third Saturdays, April through August at 9:15 AM, 11:15 AM, 1:15 PM and 3:15 PM
ORM Board Meetings - Last Tuesday of every month at Oklahoma Railway Museum - 7:00 PM

Oklahoma “N” Rail - For information call Rick Inselman (405) 412-1552
Oklahoma Model Railroad Association - For information contact Phil Howell via email omratrains@gmail.com

Central Oklahoma Garden Railroad Society Contact information:
Steve Lemcke (405) 703-0209 e-mail steve.lemcke@att.net
Marshall Douglas (405) 290-8989
Steve Kamm (405) 685-3755 email skamm@college.occc.edu
Passenger Rail Oklahoma - Passenger Rail Oklahoma volunteers provide Amtrak depot hosting for the Hartland Flyer in
City of Norman, OK most evenings, holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays.
The depot opens at 7:50 AM. Contact Evan Stair at sfrr@aol.com, www.passengerrailok.org,
or (405) 366-8957. Depot volunteer opportunities are available.

Oklahoma S.W. Division NMRA - 2nd Saturday of each month, 1:00 PM, Goldman Room, Kirkpatrick Center,
Jim Heidon, President

Yukon’s Best Railroad Museum - Thursday/Saturday/Sunday and by appointment. Located 1 block north of Main and UP
tracks in Yukon. Call John Knuppel, (405) 354-5079, for times and information.

Waynoka Station/Waynoka Historical Society - 202 South Cleveland, Waynoka, (580) 614-1896. If you can help,
call Charlene Bixler.

Corrections

Any changes to the above information or articles in “the Dispatcher” should be directed to the editor, at
info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org. For information on upcoming programs contact Anne Chilton at
annem@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org.
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