A PLACE FOR

THE WHOLE FAMILY
OKLAHON A )

The Dispatcher May 2026

Upcoming Events

- Regular Season Train Run:
May 16th, 2026

. Softball Parking
Fundraiser: May 28th-June

5th
. Regular Season Train Run:

June 6th, 2026
. Reading the Rails Book
Club Meeting: July 25th,

2026 at 10:00am (Join here)
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Happenings

April was a very busy for the museum. We had a wonderful turn out for the Easter
Express train and fun time was had by all. Then we had two full weekends with our
Spring Steam Train and At The Throttle Event. Thank you to all our volunteers
without whom these events could not happen.

The Gary Githens Merit Badge program is off to a great start this year! Two more
troops had classes this past month. Returning was Troop 6 from Bartlesville, OK
who were also the first troop to attend our inaugural class in 2016. Followed by a
group from the Frontier Council composed of scouts from various troops in the
Oklahoma City area. A total of 55 scouts completed have completed the merit badge
program this year. Thanks to our merit badge instructors Keith Callihan, Robert
Reynolds and Chris Holmes.

Volunteer Paul Pennell has gotten our 2026 Softball parking fundraiser off to a great
start. He raised $4162.00 parking cars at Adventure Station for the OU vs OSU
softball game. We greatly appreciate his efforts. Remember we will need help parking
cars for the Women's College World Series May 8th - June 5th.

Volunteers Kevin Oakley, Greg Hall, John Nave and others have made great
progress on replacing the generator in the KATY inspection Car. Everything is ready
for the new generator to be lifted in and the electrical reconnected. Guy Lynn has all
the brake valves redone on engine 301 now waiting on new air tanks to come in
then it will be repainted.

Amanda Resnick and Anne Chilton are undertaking a much-needed update to our
gift shop in Oakwood Depot. More space is being created to have a better traffic
flow and present our merchandise in a better way.

Starting on the 17th of this month Geo and civil engineering for drainage upgrades
to the whole campus and parking lot expansion will begin. Hensel Phelps is
overseeing this project for us.

We are in the middle of planning for new playground installation to go in front of
Oakwood Depot so that it integrates with the future expansion project. The flagpole
and switch stand displays will have to be relocated to accommodate the new play
structure.




Summer Events

Regular Season Train Runs

Regular train rides start May 2nd and then run the 1st and 3rd

Saturdays through August.

We will need volunteers for:

« Car Hosts

- Flagging
« Gift shop and Ticket office

« Running the model train and more!

2026 Softball Parking
Fundraiser

Our annual Softball Parking fundraiser
is this month

Softball parking is our second largest
fundraiser of the year netting us nearly
$100,000 in one week! However we need a
lot of volunteers to pull it off. Below is the
schedule for this year. Please consider
adding it to your summer plans! Email us at
info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org if you
are available to help.

2026 Softball Parking

Thursday May 28th, 2026 (Games: 11:00am, 1:30pm, 6:00pm, and

8:30pm)

o Shift One: 8:30am-2:30pm
» Shift Two 2:00pm-8:30pm


mailto:info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org

Friday May 29th, 2026 (Games 6:00pm and 8:30pm)
« Shift 2:00pm-8:30pm

Saturday May 30th, 2026 (Games 2:00pm and 6:00pm)
« Shift 11am-6:00pm

Sunday May 31st, 2026 (Games 2:00pm and 6:00pm)
« Shift 11am-6:00pm

Monday June 1st, 2026 (Games: 11:00am, 1:30pm, 6:00pm, and
8:30pm)

o Shift One: 8:30am-2:30pm
o Shift Two 2:00pm-8:30pm

Tuesday June 2nd, 2026
No Games

Wednesday June 3rd, 2026 (Game 7:00pm)
e 2:00pm-7:30pm

Thursday June 4th, 2026 (Game 7:00pm)
e 2:00pm-7:30pm

Friday June 5th, 2026 (If Necessary, Game 7:00pm))
e 2:00pm-7:30pm

Donation Box

Brick purchases and donations will make a real difference
towards the museum's expansion and programs. Please visit
our website if you are able to give!

The museum is also in need on a box blade for our tractor. The
one we have is worn out and beyond repair. If anyone has one
to donate or funds toward a new one, it would be greatly
appreciated.
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Around the Museum

Volunteer Kevin Oakley removal of old
generator form KATY inspection car.

Volunteer Bob Nantois works on rust
and paint removal on engine #90
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Boy Scout Troop 6 visited the museum for a merit badge class on April 11th
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A group from Frontier Council visited the museum for é merit badge class on April 25th

Volunteer Paul Stephens with Addie Crawford of Chanel 9 promoting Easter and Steam Trains






Oklahoma Railway Museum, Ltd.
3400 NE Grand Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73111-4417

Return Service Requested

_ The Dispatcher

Timetable

Oklahoma Railway Museum (ORM) - Open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM
Closed on major holidays.
ORM Train Rides - First and third Saturdays, April through August at 9:15 AM, 11:15 AM, 1:15 PM and 3:15 PM
ORM Board Meetings - Last Tuesday of every month at Oklahoma Railway Museum - 7:00 PM

Oklahoma “N” Rail - For information call Rick Inselman (405) 412-1552
Oklahoma Model Railroad Association - For information contact Phil Howell via email omratrains@gmail.com

Central Oklahoma Garden Railroad Society Contact information:
Steve Lemcke (405) 703-0209 e-mail steve.lemcke@att.net
Marshall Douglas (405) 290-8989
Steve Kamm (405) 685-3755 email skamm@college.occc.edu
Passenger Rail Oklahoma - Passenger Rail Oklahoma volunteers provide Amtrak depot hosting for the Hartland Flyer in
City of Norman, OK most evenings, holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays.
The depot opens at 7:50 AM. Contact Evan Stair at sfrr@aol.com, www.passengerrailok.org,
or (405) 366-8957. Depot volunteer opportunities are available.

Oklahoma S.W. Division NMRA - 2nd Saturday of each month, 1:00 PM, Goldman Room, Kirkpatrick Center,
Jim Heidon, President

Yukon’s Best Railroad Museum - Thursday/Saturday/Sunday and by appointment. Located 1 block north of Main and UP
tracks in Yukon. Call John Knuppel, (405) 354-5079, for times and information.

Waynoka Station/Waynoka Historical Society - 202 South Cleveland, Waynoka, (580) 614-1896. If you can help,
call Charlene Bixler.

Corrections

Any changes to the above information or articles in “the Dispatcher” should be directed to the editor, at
info@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org. For information on upcoming programs contact Anne Chilton at
annem@oklahomarailwaymuseum.org.
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